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I. 



Basis of the report 




Description, Pages 



1-20 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 



1-51 



received on 05.08.2004 with letter of 29.07.2004 



Drawings, Sheets 



1/7-7/7 



as originally filed 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 anclbr 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-51 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 51 

No: Claims 1 -50 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-51 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) 
PCT. 

Document US,A,5702078 (D1) discloses an applique adapted for use in an instrument, 
instrument cluster or instrument panel including most of the features of claim 1 . 
The only feature not known from D1 is that the at least one ring portion integrally forms 
a closed shape which encloses the at least one planar portion and that the rim portion 
is of a first colour and the planar portion is of a second colour. 

These features represent however merely two of several straightforward possibilities 
from which the skilled person would select, in accordance with circumstances, without 
the exercise of inventive skill, in order to solve the problem posed. 

2. By corresponding reasons the subject-matter of method claim 44 lacks an inventive 
step. 

3. The features of dependent claims 2 to 43 and 45 to 50 represent technical features 
known per se and used in a conventional manner. As such they cannot give rise to an 
inventive step. Claims 4 to 6 therefore lacks an inventive activity. 

4. Concerning the subject-matter of claim 51 , the document D1 discloses 

a display panel, decorative panel, instalment panel or applique for a vehicle such as an 
automotive vehicle, comprising a sheet form member having at least one portion 
integrally formed thereon, the at least one portion having a height of at least 4mm from 
a surface of the sheet form member, said portion projecting from a substantially planar 
first, front or obverse surface of the sheet form member, the at least one portion being 
upstanding from an obverse surface of the sheet form member, such that the at least 
one portion is convex when viewed from the obverse surface of the sheet form 
member, and is concave when viewed from a second, rear or reverse surface of the 
sheet form member. 
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5. The problem to be solved can therefore be regarded as applying this easy and in 
only a few steps to be manufactured applique for a display panel for a vehicle. 
The solution as suggested by features of claim 51 that said first portion defines a 
boundary of a speedometer gauge and a second portion defines a boundary of an 
engine speed or rev counter or clock is not known in the prior art and it would not be 
obvious to incorporate it in D1 . 

Claim 51 is therefore considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 
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